Stars of Polar Night. An exhibition by Esther Horvath and an outreach programme in Oslo (27.10.-23.11.2025)

The Embassies of Germany and France in Norway, together with the Alfred Wegener Institute — Helmholtz
Centre for Polar and Marine Research (AWI), have joined forces to bring a spectacular photo exhibition on polar
research by the internationally renowned visual science communicator Esther Horvath, as well as an extensive
outreach programme focusing on Arctic and climate research, international research cooperation, geopolitics,
women in science, and German-French collaboration, to Oslo. The photo exhibition has been funded by the
National Geographic Society through the National Geographic Wayfinder Award, which was presented to
Esther Horvath in recognition of her work in science, conservation, education, and storytelling. The Wayfinder
Award thus acknowledges Horvath’s contribution to advancing the National Geographic Society’s mission to
illuminate and protect the wonders of our world.

Horvath’s captivating documentary photo series “Stars of Polar Night” showcases the critical polar and climate
research being conducted in Norway's Arctic region on the Svalbard archipelago and highlights the urgent need
to address global climate change. Through the eyes of international researchers at the Ny-Alesund Research
Station in Svalbard, it tells climate science stories and aims to humanise scientific efforts to make them more
relatable and impactful, emphasising the urgency of climate change. The photo series focuses on the French-
German Arctic Research Base AWIPEV and other institutes in Ny-Alesund, Norway, including the Norwegian
Polar Institute and Kings Bay. It is thus a visual testament to the close and trusting cooperation and friendship
between Norway, France and Germany. The open-air photo exhibition will be on public display at two of Oslo’s
most prominent public spaces, Universitetsplassen (27 October 2025) and Radhusplassen (28 October until 3
November), and will be freely accessible.

The exhibition is accompanied by an extensive outreach programme designed to engage a diverse audience,
ranging from schoolchildren to political decision-makers. Highlights include a “Climate Talks meet Art” event in
collaboration with the University of Oslo, which will open the exhibition and programme series on 27 October,
and a scientific symposium in partnership with the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters on 13
November. Goethe-Institut Norge is contributing to the programme by screening a documentary film about
Arctic research at an Oslo cinema on 30 October, followed by a conversation and Q+A between Esther Horvath
and a climate scientist. It is also providing a guided tour of the photo exhibition, led by Esther Horvath, in
German for Norwegian German learners from Dgnski Videregaende Skole. At the German-Norwegian School in
Oslo, Esther Horvath and two female Arctic research professionals will engage with an audience of over 320
schoolchildren from grade 1 to 12 through a variety of events and formats, ranging from presentations to
guided tours of the exhibition.

For the Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research (AWI1), science
communication is at the heart of the mission. It is deeply committed not only to running science but also to
sharing research in ways that are clear, engaging and accessible to all. On Norway’s Svalbard archipelago, AWI
operates the French-German AWIPEV Arctic research station together with the French Polar Institute Paul-
Emile Victor (IPEV). The IPEV is France’s leading agency for polar research, providing resources, logistics and
funding.

Germany and France both have a long tradition of Arctic research. The two countries are signatories to the
Svalbard Treaty, which recognises Norway’s sovereignty over the Arctic archipelago and came into force exactly
100 years ago. The shared focus of French and German Arctic policy is to safeguard security and stability in the
region, uphold the international rules-based order, promote international cooperation, combat climate change,
protect the environment and enable science and research. Germany and France collaborate closely on all these
endeavours with their friend, partner and ally, Norway.

This exhibition and outreach programme aims to emphasise the significance of Arctic research and
international collaboration in combating climate change. It also celebrates the close and trusting cooperation
and friendship between Norway, France, and Germany.



Programme

o

Open-air photo exhibition “Stars of Polar Night” by internationally renowned visual science
communicator Esther Horvath on Oslo’s Universitetsplassen on 27 October and on Oslo’s
Radhusplassen from October 28 to November 23, freely accessible

27 October, morning and afternoon, German-Norwegian School Oslo, Myra 3: Presentations/lectures
by visual science communicator Esther Horvath and two female Arctic research professionals for
schoolchildren from grade 5 to 12, private event

27 October, 16.00, Domus Bibliotheca, Karl Johan gate 47, Oslo: Climate Talks meet Art. An opening
event to the exhibition “Stars of Polar Night” by Esther Horvath in partnership with the University of
Oslo, open to the public upon registration

e Two panel discussions featuring high-level speakers from politics and science

e Introduction to the exhibition by visual science communicator Esther Horvath

e  Reception

28 — 29 October, Svalbard Science Conference, “Stars of Polar Night” exhibition in digital form will be
displayed during the conference, connecting the display with the physical exhibition at Radhusplassen
Oslo

28 October, morning, Radhusplassen Oslo, photo exhibition ,Stars of Polar Night“: Guided tour of the
photo exhibition, led by Esther Horvath or a colleague from Alfred Wegener Institute, for
schoolchildren grade 8 and 9 of German-Norwegian School Oslo, private event

29 October, morning, Radhusplassen Oslo, photo exhibition ,,Stars of Polar Night“: Guided tour of the
photo exhibition, led by Esther Horvath or a colleague from Alfred Wegener Institute, for
schoolchildren grade 10 to 12 of German-Norwegian School Oslo, private event

29 October, 12:45-13:30 h, Radhusplassen Oslo, photo exhibition ,Stars of Polar Night“: Guided tour
of the photo exhibition, led by Esther Horvath, in German for Norwegian German learners from Dgnski
Videregaende Skole, organised by Goethe-Institut Norge, private event

30 October, morning, German-Norwegian School Oslo, Myra 3: Presentations/lectures by visual
science communicator Esther Horvath and two female Arctic research professionals for schoolchildren
from grade 1 to 4, private event

30 October, evening, cinema “Vega Scene” , Hausmanns gate 28, Oslo: Screening of a documentary on
Arctic research by Goethe-Institut Norge, followed by a conversation between Esther Horvath and a
climate scientist, open to the public

13 November, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, Drammensveien 78, Oslo: Stars of Polar
Night. Closing event in partnership with the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, partly open to
the public, partly by invitation only
e Scientific Symposium featuring the three heads of Arctic research institutes in Norway, France
and Germany (by invitation only)
e  Public science event (open to the public)
e  Reception



